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Project Abstract:
This project will examine the tensions, as well as, the possibilities for emancipation that exist between 1) self-representation of the subalternized subject with relation to Brazilian Hip-Hop and marginal literature, and 2) representation of the subalternized subject within canonical literature. While all the works I’ll be analyzing share the objective of exposing the lives of Brazil’s black population, each utilizes different tools and approaches. In particular, this project looks to engage subaltern, decolonization, and materialist theories in the analysis of popular and high culture, some produced by the subaltern and others by mainstream media. Given the importance the market plays in the production and dissemination of culture, this project will also explore the benefits and drawbacks to the commodification of culture. Through an analysis of Brazil’s Hip-Hop movement, marginal literature and contemporary urban literature, this project will explore the possibilities and drawbacks of these cultural forms for effecting social change.
